
IS TH£ BELIEVER SAVED FOREVER? 

The Case for Eternal Security 
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ETERNAL SECURITY:

A De伽ite Doctrine or a DI℃aa帆/I Deルsfon?

1A.　THECENTRALQUESTION:

Can a true believer ever lose his saしVation by either sinning or ceasingto believe

Or in any otherway?

2A.　THE HISTORICAしPROBLEM:

1b・　TheteachingsofCalvin:

」ohn Caしvin (1509-1564〉, the Swiss Reformer, emPhasized in his

teachings the sovereignty ofGod・ His followers set up the so-Called 5

POints of Caしvinism orT-∪一L十P:

1. TotalDepravity

2.　UnconditionalElection

3.　LimitedAtonement

4. 1「resistibleGrace

5.　PerseveranceoftheSaints

in his famous加stj書u章es of請e Chris舶n Reugfon (1 536) he systematized

biblicaltruth and taught forcefullythe perseverance ofthe saints.

The Westminster Confession of Faith expresses clearly the Calvinistic
Viewpoint: ``Theywhom God hath accepted in his Beloved’e什ectually

Called and sanctified by his Spirit’Can neithertotally norfinaしIyfall away

from the state ofgrace; but shall certainしy persevere therein to the end

and be etemalしysaved” (ChapterXV=, Section l〉.

2b・　TheteachingsofArminius:

」ames Arminius (1560-1609) was trained in strict Reformed theoIogy, but

he weakened in his position whiしe a professor at the University of Leiden

in Holland・ His system’known asArminianism, taughtthat man is not

totally depraved, that he cooperates with God in satvation and that a

believer may lose his saしvation・ Arminius admitted: ``I nevertaught that a

true beしiever can eithertotalしy orfinallyfall away from the faith and

Perish; yet l will not concealthatthere are passages of Scripture which

Seem tO me tO Wearthis aspect” (Wb庇e, l :254〉.

3A.　THE CONTEMPORARY DENIAしS:

1b・　TheRomanCatholicposition:

MortaL sin removes man from grace. Salvation depends on continued

Obedience.



2b.　TheLutheranposition:

Salvation is contingent upon man-s continued activity offaith.

3b.　TheArminianposition:

Satwation depends on man’s willto believe and his good works.

4A.　THE CRUCTAしDISTINCTION:

1 b.　Assurance:

Assurance is what man knows.

Every believer is saved, but not everyone is sure.

2b.　Security:

Security is based upon whatGod does.

To put it differentしy:

●　Securityis based ontheworkofGod:the blood ofChrist.

●　Assurityis basedontheword ofGod: beliefin Ch「ist.

The Council ofTrent (1546) declared that ``The believer-s assurance of

Pardonfo「 his sins is a vain and ungodlyconfidence.,,

CardinaしBelしamy caしIed assurance ``a prime error ofthe heretics.”

3b.　Scriptures:

1c.　」ob knew hewas saved:

’`For I know thatmy redeemer liveth, and拓athe shall stand atthe latter

dayupon the earth: And though after my skin wo仰s destroythis bo勅yet

in myflesh shal= see God:’’(」ob 19:25-26)

2c.  」ohn said we could be sureofoursalvation:

``Thesethings have I written untoyou that believe on the name ofthe Son

Of God; thatye may knowthatye have eternaしIife, and thatye may believe

OnthenameoftheSonofGod.”(1 」ohn5:13〉

5A.　THE BIBしiCAL PROOF:

Abundant proof may be adduced from the Scriptures for eternal security. We will
be seしective forthe sake oftime and space・ We wi= highlighttwo works by each

member ofthe Trinitywhich guarantee our salvation.
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1b.　TheworkofGodtheFather:

1c・　ThepurposeoftheFather:

lt is God’s purposeto glorftythosewhom lie has made the specialobjects

Of His favor.

1d.　Thespanofsalvation:

And we knowthat allthings worktogetherfor good to them that

love God’tO them who are the called accordingto柄o purpose. 29

Forwhom he did foreknow’he also did predestinate to be

COnformed tothe image of his Son, that he might be the firstbom

amOng many brethren・ 3O Moreoverwhom he did predestinate,

them he also called: and whom he called’them he also」uStified:

and whom hejustified, them he also glorified. (Rom. 8:28-30〉

God has foreknown, Predestinated, Called, justified and glorified

every believer. Ifone ofthose is true ofthe believer, allaretrue in

this unbreakabしe chain・ The words are in the pasttense,

guaranteeingthatthese works are as good as accomplished.

2d.　Thestrengthofsecurity:

31 what shallwethen saytothesethings? lfGod befo「 us, Who can

be against us? 32 Hethat spared not his own Son, but delivered

him upforus alしhowshaしI he notwith him alsofreelygive us all

things? 33who shaししIayanythingtothe charge of God-s elect?/tis

God thatjustifieth. 34who is he that condemneth? /tiS Christthat

died’yea rather’that is risen again’Who is even atthe right hand of

God’Who also maketh intercession for us・ 35who shall separate

us from the love of Christ? sha//tribulation, Or distress, Or

PerSeCution, Orfamine, Or nakedness, Or PeriしOr SWOrd?36As it is

W砧en’Forthysakewe are killed allthe daylong; We are

aCCOunted as sheep forthe slaughter・ 37 Nay’in allthesethingswe

are morethan conquerorsthrough him that loved us. 38 For I am

PerSuaded, that neither death, nOr life, nOr angels, nOr

Principaしities’nOr POWerS’nOrthings present, nOrthings to come,
39 Nor height, nOrdepth, nOr anyOther creature, Shall be ableto

SeParate uS from the love of God, Which is in Christ」esus our Lord.

(Rom. 8:31-39〉

1e.There is nochancethatGod isagainstus:V. 31.

2e・There is no charge because God ls thejustifier: VS.33-34.

3e・There is no change in God-sしOVe: VS. 35-39.
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2c.　ThepoweroftheFather:

While ``the perseverance ofthe saints" emphasizes man-s pa印t is

actually God who perseveres. His infinite power keeps the believers

SeCure.

1d.　Thepower:

αWho are kept bythe power ofGod through faith unto salvation

readyto be revealed inthe lasttime.,, (1 Peter l:5〉

2d.　Thepromise:

Even ifthetime should come in a Christian-s lifethat he can no

Ionger believe, God’s promise is clear,

``Ifwe believe not’yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.”

(2丁im. 2:13)

Other passages speak equally forcefuしIy about God・s keeping

POWer. 」ude saysthat ``he is able to keepyou from falling.” (V. 24〉

and Matthew 18:14teaches that God is notwi冊gthat even one

Should perish. The syllogism would be thus:

God is abしeto keep us (.」ude 24〉.

God wantsto keep us (Matt. 18:14〉.

Therefore God w榊keep us (Perry Lassiter, Once Save匂AIways

Saved, P. 34)

2b.　The work of Christthe Son:

1c.　ThepromiseoftheSon:

Perhaps the strongest prooftext for eternal security is 」ohn lO:28-29:

``And I give unto them eterna=ife; and they shall never perish, neithershall

anyman pしuckthem outofmyhand. Myrather, Whichgavethem me, is

greaterthan all; and no man is ableto pluckthem outofmy Father's
hand."

Our Lord said thatwe are secure in His hand aswellas in the Fathe「・s

hand and that no one can removethe believerfrom the safe position. The
``no oneタ, would applyto the individual himself. An old, SWeet Christian

Saintwas asked whethershe was not afraid that she mightsome dayslip

OutOfthe Father-s hand. ``No,,, she replied’``because I am partofHis

hand."
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2c.　TheprayeroftheSon:

Atwo-foしd aspect of Christ's prayer assures us of our salvation. Christ in

his intercession.prays in a preventive ministry (」ohn 17) and in his

advocacy prays -n a Curative ministry (1 」ohn 2:1〉. Dr. Ryrie haswellstated

the case forthe intercession ofthe Son:

``His prayer in chapter 17 illustrates the preventive aspect. There He

Prayed thatwe might be keptfromthe evilone (V. 15), thatwewould be
SanCtified (V・ 17), thatwewould be united (V. 21), thatwewould be in

heaven with Him (V・ 24〉 and thatwe両ght behold His glory (V. 24〉.

Because of His unceasingintercession for us He is ableto save us

COmPletely and ete「nally (Heb. 7:25)・一, (Basic棚eo‘ogy, P. 331).

In verse 24’Christ prays thatwewould be with Him in heaven. 1n 」ohn

=:42 Christ assures usthat his prayers are always heard bythe Father. All

Prayer Prayed in thewi=OfGod will be answered bythe Father. The Son
aしways prayed in the w冊of God’therefore, this prayer, thatwe w岨bewith

him forever in gしOryWi‖ surely be answered.

Christ secured oursalvation by His provision on the cross・ When He cried,
``It isfinished’’(」ohn 19:30) He meant His death paidforsin infull.Allwe

Can do is accept His salvation’butwe cannotadd to His salvation. But

Christ also secured oursaしvation’aS We have seen by His prayers.

Hebrews 7:24-25 says:

’一Butthis man’because he continueth ever’hath an unchangeable

Priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost
thatcome unto God byhim seeing he ever liveth to make intercession

forthem."

As the unchangingand unchangeable Priest’Christ is prayingfor us.

Therefore・ lie can save us to the uttermost-Lthat is completely, tOtally,

etemally!

3b.　TheworkoftheHolySpirit:

Every beしiever has residing in him the HolySpirit. Christ promised that He

WOuld abidewith us forever(」ohn 14:16). Two ministries ofthe Spirit

eSPeCially relate to our eternal security: the eamest and the sealing ofthe

Spirit.

1c.　The seaしingoftheSpirit:

``ln whom ye also trusted’afterthatye heard the word oftruth, the gospeし

Ofyour salvation: in whom also afterthatye believed, ye Were Sealed with

that holy Spirit of promise. Which is the earnest of our inheritance untilthe
redemption ofthe purchased possession’untO the praise of his glory.”

(Eph. 1:13-14)
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``Now he which stablisheth uswith you in Christ’and hath anointed us, is

God: Who hath also sealed us’and given the earnest ofthe Spirit in our

hearts.’’(2 Cor. 1:21-22〉

Lewis Speny Chafer’COmmenting on these two passages, Observes:

一一豊麗童

2c.

`’Nothingcould be morefinalthanthis・ The Spirit Himselfisthe seaし.

His blessed presence in everytrue chiしd ofGod isthe divine markof

OWnerShip’PurPOSe and destiny. The Spirit Whowas sentto abide in

us will notwithdraw・ lie may be grieved, Or. quenChed (resisted), but

He abides. This He does asthe divine guarantythatthere shall be no

failure in anypurpose ofGod and the seaしed onewi=reach his etemal

glory and the etemal blessedness of -the day of redemption.,・

(Sa(vatjon, P. 1 25)

Theearnest(2Cor・ 1:22; 5:5; Eph. 1:14)

WeしI stresses Charles Ryrie the significance ofthe earnest in relation to

the believer-s security:

``The principal idea in the earnest is pledge・ The presence ofthe Holy

Spirit in the believer's hea両s the pledged guarantee on the part of God

that he will receive allthe promised future blessings of his salvation.

Thefactthat God givesthe eamestofthe Spirit binds Him to complete

fuしIythe salvationwhich He has begun inthe heart. Even in human

affairs’OnCe eameSt mOney has been given’the purchaser is pledged

to go through with a transaction. Whata sure guarantee is the

PreSenCe Ofthe Spirit’God's earnest’that He will neverfailanyof His

PrOmises connected with oursalvation!" (柵e HolySP硯, P. 26)

6A.　THE SINNiNG BELIEVER:

The Bible teaches eternal security・ but sometimes a problem arises with this teaching.

Some individuals get the impression thatthey can sin with impunity and immunity. The

Word ofGod is clearthat a believerwill never lose his salvation’but if he persists in

Sinning he wil=ose much nonetheless:

1b.　Hecanlosefellowship(1」ohnl).

2b・　Hecanlosejoy(Ps.51:12〉.

3b.　Hecanloserewards(1 Cor.3:11-12).

4b・　Hecanlosehishealth(1 Cor.11:30〉.

5b・　Hecanlosehislife(1Cor.11:30).

(G. Michael Cocoris,一"The Doctrine of

EternaしSecurity,'一B伯/icaI Research

Mon拓朽April/May 1982, P. 10〉.

A believer cannot lose his salvation butthat is notan endorsement oran

enCOuragement tO Sin・ Sin wil=ose fe=owship but not relationship, reWards but not

redemption.
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THH SOV£R£16N 60D AND ETERNAL SECURITI( 
(SIX SUPPORTS.FOR THE SINNER'S SECURE SALVATION) 

MEMBERS OF 

TH£ TRINITY 

THE. 

FATHE.R 

THE.SON 

TH£HOLY 

SPIRIT 

THE WORK 

THE 
FATHER'S 
PLAN 

THE 
FATHER'S 
POWER 

THE SON'S 
PRAYER 

THE SON'S 
PROMISE 

·THE
EARNEST
OFTHE
SPIRIT

THE SEALING 
BY THE SPIRIT 

SCRIPTURAL SUPPORT 

11 ••• called according to his promise. For whom 
he did foreknow, he also did predestinate ... 
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he 
also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified; and whom he justified, them he also 
glorified. Romans 8:28b-30 

Who are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

time. 1 Peter 1 :5 

Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given 
me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation 
of the world. John 17:24 (Rom. 8:34) 

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
ofmy hand. My father, which gave them me is 
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them 
out ofmy Father's hand. John 10:28-29 

" ... ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the 
praise of his glory. Eph. 1;13b-14 

And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye 
are sealed unto the day .ofredemption. Eph. 4:30 

Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of 
the Spirit in our hearts. 1 Cor. 1 :22 
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